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Permanent Zoom link for Coldstream events:

This is an unchanging link for Coldstream activities that occur between 9 am-10 pm every
day. There are 3 different ways you can join Coldstream's Zoom:

1. Click on our standard, unchanging Zoom invite link:

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85606529107?pwd=EalWIaX5M73k9ESiVFTLFI2EfoFze3.1

2. Click on this "short link": is.gd/coldstream

3. Log into Zoom.com, click on "Meet" on the bar across the top, click on Join a Meeting, and
then enter the Meeting ID and Passcode as follows:

Meeting ID: 856 0652 9107. Passcode: 945792

If any group wants their own link, they should contact Donna at d.moore3359@gmail.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: COLDSTREAM AND CANADIAN YEARLY MEETING
EVENTS

COLDSTREAM EVENTS

Every Sunday: Meeting for Worship at 10:30 a.m. All Meetings hybrid except the 1st
Sunday of the month, when there are separate Meetings, one in-person and one by Zoom.
Refreshments are provided after Meeting for Worship on the first Sunday of the month.
September 20, 2026: Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business. Meeting for Worship
as usual at 10:30 a.m. 11:45: potluck. 1:00 p.m.: Meeting for Worship with Attention
to Business.

Agenda items due to coldstream.clerk@gmail.com by the Thursday prior.

First Day School: contact tntderuiter@gmail.com

September 13, 2026: annual Coldstream picnic after Meeting for Worship. You are
invited to bring a game to share.

Coffee morning: backup Zoom host needed for these Wednesday morning sessions to take
place. Please contact coldstream.clerk@gmail.com if you are able to host.

September 11 and 25: Friendly Friday: a project of the Canadian Friends Historical
Association (CFHA): discussion of a section of George Fox’s journal. To be sent the Zoom
link, please contact Donna at d.moore3359@gmail.com.

Book club: the new season starts on Thursday, September 24, 2026 at 10 a.m. Use
the regular Zoom link on page 1 of this Bulletin. Come and join us — we always have a great
discussion.

The books chosen are as follows:

e September 24t: "Crow Lake" by Mary Lawson. The book is set in a rural northern Ontario
farming community. Told by Kate it intertwines her childhood, told in memories and
flashbacks and her present as a professor in Toronto.

e October 29: "Mad Enchantment" by Ross King. It is a story about Monet and the history
surrounding the painting of the Water Lilies.

e November 26: "The Midnight Library" by Matt Haig. This is a "speculative" novel about
finding meaning and direction in your life. It explores the life of Nora as she enters a
mystical library between life and death. The books each represent a life she could have had,
an alternate reality.

e January 28: "James" a novel by Percival Everett. It's a reimagining of Adventures of
Huckelberry Finn by Mark Twain but narrated by Huck's friend, the fugitive slave Jim.

Coming this fall: Quaker Education. Six sessions on Zoom facilitated by Coldstream Friends.
Starting in October. Watch the next Bulletin and your Coldstream emails for further details. The
series will cover topics such as worship, business meeting, history, present-day “Quakerdom” and
more.
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CANADIAN YEARLY MEETING AND CANADIAN FRIENDS HISTORICAL
ASSOCIATION (CFHA) EVENTS

September 23 at 7:00 p.m.: Communication Tools for Monthly Meetings

How to create a responsible culture of communication. In this session, sharing will focus on
effective communication methods for newcomers, regular attenders and members. We look
forward to a lively exchange of ideas.

Register at this link: https://quakerca.app.neoncrm.com/forms/communication-tools-for-
monthly-meetings-registration

Saturday, September 26: annual CFHA meeting at Uxbridge Historical Centre, Quaker
Hill, Uxbridge. Museum tour and visit to the former Uxbridge meetinghouse. See page 9.

October 3 at 1:30 p.m. - CYM Meeting for Worship for Business — Reporting and Clearness
reports from Discipline Review Committee and Camp NeeKauNis - All welcome. See CYM calendar
at quaker.ca for link.

October 4 - \World Quaker Day - Let Peace Be Among Us. Possible Coldstream event — to be
announced.

October 16 - Meeting for Sharing News (Meetings from A to N report) - All welcome. See
quaker.ca for the CYM calendar. Learn about how other Meetings are faring.

CYM Learning Opportunity — Study Group: Four Doors to Meeting for Worship
Wednesdays in November: 4, 11, 18, 25 at 12 p.m.

Refresh or deepen your experience of shared worship by studying William Taber’s pamphlet
“Four Doors to Meeting for Worship”, which offers deeper spiritual yet practical guidance on
how we worship collectively and our attempts to pay attention to the Divine.

Find out more and register at the link below.
https://quaker.ca/news/learning-opportunity-four-doors-to-meeting-for-worship-with-simonne-

wood/

"Compassion is the sometimes fatal capacity for feeling what it is like to live inside somebody
else’s skin. Its the knowledge that there can never really be any peace and joy for me until
there is peace and joy for you.”

Frederick Buechner
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WERE WE WRONG TO ABANDON SIN?
SOME DISJOINTED MUSINGS

Some years ago, I was moved to give ministry on sin. I've no idea what was said — surely nothing
earthshattering but I was surprised by the reaction during Afterthoughts.

They were by no means hostile, but that was when I realized that “sin” was a trigger word and I
was not using it in the sense that many people, especially those brought up on the Christian right,
use it.

In Quaker Studies at Yearly Meeting many years ago, Jane Orion Smith defined sin in the Quaker
sense “as missing the mark”.

That's where we get into the “road to hell is paved with good intentions” versus what counts is
your efforts in a good direction rather than whether you achieve your goal. I like to think the latter
is what we should strive for.

Part of the reason the possible allergic reaction to the “word” sin had gone completely over my
head was my upbringing. London Yearly Meeting, of which I was a member in the fifties and sixties
had never undergone the bitter separations of Meetings in North America. It had remained
Orthodox but avoided becoming overly Evangelical. Much has been written about the
Orthodox/Hicksite split in 1827-28, and doubtless much more will be written, revising if not
contradicting what has been said but, in a nutshell, Orthodox Friends placed more emphasis on the
Bible, whereas those who followed Elias Hicks, as did the Meetings in Genesee Yearly Meeting,
which included Coldstream, more stressed the inner Light. The Adam and Eve story was therefore
less prominent among Hicksite Friends.

London Yearly Meeting therefore remained Orthodox and my Sunday School teaching contained a
lot of Bible stories, but I don’t remember anything much about the fall from the Garden of Eden
and atonement by Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. I was certainly brought up to feel responsible for
the wrongs (as I will call them, not sins) I committed.

Part of the reason why people nowadays, and regrettably especially our politicians, are so reluctant
to apologize is that apologizing comes with the expectation of a remedy or compensation. One rare
exception was Doug Ford over the Greenbelt Scandal. I have recently read — and, reader, correct
me if I am incorrect, that Steven Harper only apologized for settler treatment of Indigenous
Peoples because he was legally obliged to. And, of course, compensation did follow.

In the first of her Listening Spirituality books, Patricia Loring brings up the Catholic concept of
“examen” or searching one’s conscience for wrongs done in a given past period of time. I find this a
very healthy and helpful habit, far from the “wallowing in sin” of Christian Fundamentalists. It
clears the air so to speak. Patricia Loring’s books can be found in the Coldstream library and come
highly recommended. Book I is for individuals; book II is corporate.

Much is made nowadays of self-care, which would seem to counter searching oneself for sin. But I
don't think the examen concept is incompatible with self-care. On the contrary, it is part of it.



NEEKAUNIS — A BRIEF HISTORY

Canadian Yearly Meeting’s beloved Camp NeeKauN:is sits on the shores of Georgian Bay
some 140 kilometres north of Toronto on the traditional territory of the Wendat people and
welcomes campers of all ages at a series of camps every summer. Its nhame in the Wendat
language means “The Meeting Place of Friends”.

The original property contained the disused houses of the
nearby mill workers. It was purchased in 1931 to serve as
a summer camp for the boys’ and girls’ clubs supported
by Toronto Monthly Meeting. By 1932 it had also become
the favourite haunt of Canadian Young Friends, who met
there every Thanksgiving for decades and formed close
bonds that would provide much of the impetus for the
unification of the three Canadian Yearly Meetings in one
single Yearly Meeting to be known as Canadian Yearly
Meeting.

Over time, the original 10-acre property
was expanded by the addition of strips
running down to the waterfront and, in o
2001, an adjoining property and winterized
house, extending the Camp season into
the colder months

The first building, Nelson Hall, now serves
as dining room and kitchen. Individual
cabins were added over the years and in
the 1960s the beautiful light and airy
meeting room was constructed on “the
hill”, where Meeting for Worship is held
when the weather is not suitable for an
outdoor Meeting. Today’s Camp would not
exist were it not for the incredible amount of volunteer labour contributed by our forebears.

Camp activities range from worship, spiritual devotions, learning, recreation and work
projects. Junior camps are held in the summer and older Friends meet in the fall at Carry on
Discovering Camp.

With the addition of a shower and toilet block in the 2000s, in 2024 a long-held dream was
fulfilled when the entire CYM Gathering was held at NeeKauNis. Based on comments in the

Gathering evaluation forms, Friends were very pleased to have gathered for the first time at
Camp.



SOON TO APPEAR IN THE COLDSTREAM LIBRARY

Quakerism: The Basics by Margery Post Abbott and Carl Abbott

This book is about more than the basics. It is a thoroughly readable tour through Quakerism
in all of its diversity from 1652 to 2025. Margery Post Abbott and Carl Abbott bring the
experience of active and engaged Quakers, the discipline of scholarly historians, and gentle
attention to that of God in the varieties of Quakers, Quaker beliefs, and Quaker processes.

The first edition of Quakerism. The Basics, published in 2021, gives a broad overview of
Quaker history, Quaker worship and practice, and Quaker action. It encompasses the range
of Quaker practice from unprogrammed Quakerism, programmed Quakerism, and
Evangelical Quakerism worldwide. The stunning lesson for unprogrammed Friends is that we
are strikingly in the minority among Quakers worldwide, that our numbers are stable or
declining, and that we tend to be older. Programmed Quakerism and particularly Evangelical
Quakerism is flourishing and growing around the world. Both they and we can credibly claim
to be the descendants of George Fox and early Friends.

In this second edition, the authors substantially rethought and reorganized chapter 6,
“Ministry, Mission, and Testimony.” There is a deeper dive into how Quakers fell short in
their approach to slavery and their relationships with Native Americans, while still noting
their positive actions. There is new material about Friends as active participants in electoral
politics. Friends’ testimonies are important throughout Quakerism; Evangelical Friends
understand testimonies as evidence of the work of Christ in their hearts while Liberal Friends
are likely to say the same thing in less religious language. The earlier edition had an
appendix on Quakers in fiction; it is joined in the new edition with an appendix on Quakers
on screen, including movies and television.
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CANADIAN FRIENDS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION AGM AND OUTING
TO UXBRIDGE FRIENDS MEETINGHOUSE — SEPTEMBER 26, 2026

Save the Date: Saturday, September 26, 2026.

Canadian Friends Historical Association (CFHA) will hold its 2026 Annual General Meeting in
the schoolhouse of the Uxbridge Historical Centre (UHC) 7239 Concession 6, Uxbridge.

We will start at 11:00 with the AGM. Then we will have lunch. We will have an historical
presentation.

We will take a look at the Friends’ Meeting House at Quaker Hill and do a tour of the
Museum



